Tucari Mine Robbery, Peru

By Mark Smith &
Handah Hennessy

On July 21st, at least 12

armed men attacked the Toecar
mine in Southern Peru. They shot
el two people, wounded olhers
and held several, incloding the
superintendent and head of seco-
rity, captive for a time, They
stole abour 130 kg of dord con
sisting of 700 pold, valwed at
mere tham 5 1,500 0060,

What makes this robbery
important isn't that the haul
excesd 51,5 million, or even that
two people were killed in this
increasing violent part of the
Andes, What makes it important
i% The baldness of the robbery and
the complete failure of the public
security systems both in prevent-
ing thie ansck and in :LFFuehEn-:E
ing the criminals. Until mow,
coordinated pitacks such as this
have been wittually unheard of
aivd experts fear this could affect
foreign investment in Peru and in
turm, the country’™s economy,
which relies so heavily on the rs-
ing price of metals and the relat-
ed foreign imvestment and inflow
of hard currency.

Druring the 19805 and carly
194905, rebels of the Maoisl-
inspired Shining Path group

inferrepied  supply  routes o
mimes.  This civil war ook an
estimated 69,08 lives and
destroyed the eciaumy of miich
of rural Peru, During these years
mimes either cooperated with the
terrarsts (the ciuse of most small
mincs) or engaged agpressive
private security forces  (most
mmtermatonal  mines), These
securty fOFcos wene somsiibmes
called private anmies because of
the size and weaponry employed
Driring the first term of ex-presi-
dent Fujimori, from 1990 to
1995, the Shining Path were sub-
dued, the leaders jailed or killed,
and et of the country was paci-
fied and reopened bo commerce
However, i the past few years
mining companies have voiced
concern over mising levels ol
insecurty, an ssue thar they say
is mot helped by Peru's cument
weik govermment,

H:l:}' believe fhe rr.'b:i,ng Wil
lence is o result of perceived
weaknesses in the economy, cor-
ruption and lack of political will
and won't sop unless and wmiil
the povernment takes decisive
SctHn,

The Tucar mine is located
near Pumo, one of the poorest and
most poelitically wolatile areas ol
Peru and has seet a wave of

sociil wnrest in recen! wears
When boecal citizens were unhap-
py with the mayor, jusi over a
vear ago, they dragped him from
his office and ynched him, Last
vear when a disco mistreated a
patrom, Juliscn residents . burmed
divarn T ol the wown's diseos.

The kidnapping two years ago
of 74 workers on the Cumisea Eils
prpeline 15 qust one of the moe
newsworthy cxamples of the
degrading  secunty situation,
Para of the country, such as
Ayabaca provinee northeast of
Piura, are essentially off limits i
any external intrusion becawse of
the threat of kidnapping, assault
O WOThs

The govemmenl seems com
pletely unable w mm the tide,
something nod helped by Pres-
dient Toledo's phenomenally low
popularity  rating {(which has
reached single digits on several
occisons) and the fall of three
|uez.id1:n|:ir:g it netg!l‘l’h‘hnﬂ]{
countries, two in Bolivia and one
in Ecuador, in just one vear
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